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Woolson Block continued from Page 1
renovation took place and nine housing units were crea-
ted.

Morlock says he could not accomplish all that the
Housing Authority has accomplished without his amazi-
ng support team. He says they are loyal and hard-
working and are always included in any hiring process

of new employees. His team is involved in the inter-

views and no one is hired without a consensus among

his support team. This, he says, is the key to his well- |
run office and his ability to work on several major pro-

jects such as the Woolson Block purchase, renovation,
and management.

Black River Design of Montpelier has been contrac-
ted to design the Woolson Block. Morlock says that de-
sign plans are only sketches at this point. The Ist draft
of the designs is due November 30. Plans for the first

round of tax credit funding is due the first part of the |

year. Morlock says that the project will receive state tax
credits and historic tax credits and funding will be
sought from the National Trust Fund, a Community De-
velopment Block Grant, and Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board, among others.

There is 2 community meeting at the Hartness House
on November 10th. Morlock says there may be some
sketches or drawings for the community to see at that
meeting that will also be introducing the Downtown
Plan to the community. Completion of the Woolson
Block project is scheduled for the latter part of 2018 but
it could be early 2019. ;

Morlock says that one never knows what will be dis-
covered once the project begins. There will be 16 apart-
ments on the 2nd and 3rd floors and four commercial
spaces on the 1st floor. Morlock says that the back of
the building is not in good shape and that the bedrock is
falling apart. He says that the back section is a wooden
. addition and will more than likely be torn down and a
.green space for tenants installed in its place. He says
--that the commercial space will probably rent for be-
tween $10 - $12 per square foot. The rents will be com-
petitive with surrounding towns.

Morlock says that out of the 16 apartments, four units
of housing will be for youth in transition with a live-in
manager and wrap-around services/agencies involved.
He understands that there are some in the community
who are concerned about "transitional housing" being
part of the Woolson Block. Morlock wants to empha-
size- the following: These will be young adults who
show promise and this is one way to make sure their
lives go in the right direction and they become produc-
tive citizens; There have been 31-40 young people who
have been recognized as needing this service; There is a
strict screening process; They will be supervised - they
will not be just hanging out or around; They will live in
this transitional housing for six months and then will
move into their own housing in the building or in one of
the Housing Authority's other properties.

Their wrap-around services last for a total of two
years. This project is modeled on a program in Brartle-
boro called Brattleboro Youth Services. It has a success
rate of 95%.

The rest of the apartments will be offered to people
whose income is 60% or less of the median income. A
single person has to make $30,420.00 or less to qualify.

The interior of the W
A family has to make $34,700.66
Morlock wants to make sure-the communsy gealizes
that the Springfield Housing Authority will be paying
full taxes on the Woolson Block as they do on all of
their properties. They want to make sure they contribute
to the town and to help with the services in town. He
says that the building will always look nice and will be
kept up. Morlock says that the Housing Authority has &
good reputation in town and people should feel relieved
that they will be managing the Woolson Block. 3

The Italianate stvle Woolson Block was built in 1868
by Amasa Woolson, Horace W. Thompson and Frederi-
ck Parks. The architect was George H. Guernsey. The
original Springfield Reporter (established 1878) was in
the basement of the Woolson Block.

As many Springfielders know, Springfield has a rich
history and its downtown was and should continue to be
the hub of the community. As | was standing outside the
Woolson Block speaking with Morlock, a gentlemar
stopped us and shook Morlock's hand and thanked him
for taking over the Woolson Block.  Morlock invites
anyone here in Springfield to take a ride through some
of the properties that the Housing Authority owns and.
or manages. You will find clean, nicely cared for pro-
perties. This is what he assures you the Woolson Block
will be, as well.




